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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The next Monthly Meeting will take the form of an 
afternoon visit to the Dr. Johnson Memorial House, Gough 
Square, Fleet Street, E.C. Members and friends will meet 
outside the house—No. 17, Gough Square—at 3 o'clock on 
Wednesday, 16th January, and will be shown round by the 
Custodian. 


There is no need to dwell upon the interest attaching to this 
house, in which one of the most outstanding figures of English 
literary history passed some important years of his life, and 
the visit should afford a refreshing break for a brief while from 
the strenuous and anxious times in which we live. There is no 
limit to the size of the party, and the house is easily reached from 
Fleet Street through Bolt Court or Hind Court. 


SOUTH COAST BRANCH. 


A Meeting will be held by kind permission of the Hove 
Public Library Committee in the “ Henriques Library ” of the 
Hove Public Library on 23rd January, at 7 p.m. 


The Meeting will take the form of a “ Magazine Night,” 


and it is hoped that as many members and friends as possible 
will attend. 


ETHEL GERARD, Acting Honorary Secretary. 
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EDITORIAL. 


A New Departure.—From time to time the assistance of 
the Association is sought by librarians in search of a new assist- 
ant, while occasionally members write asking if the Council has 
knowledge of suitable vacancies. It sometimes happens that the 
needs of the one or the other are met, but it is more by fortunate 
accident than as the result of any method. The Council has now 
determined to make an effort to systematize the matter, feeling 
that it may perform useful service by so doing. Very frequently 
it is scarcely worth while for a librarian to advertise, and he trusts 
to luck in finding someone suitable for the work he wants done. 
On the other hand, it is very unusual for an assistant to adver- 
tise for a post, and it is thought that if some arrangement is made 
by which the needs of both are focussed it may prove a satisfac- 
tory channel of intercommunication. The Association does not, 
of course, undertake to supply assistants or to secure posts; it 
will be unable to guarantee the efficiency of a candidate, or ensure 
that anv appointment made will prove all that was expected: all 
that can be promised is that every care and consideration will 
be bestowed upon each transaction in order that both parties may 
be satisfied as far as possible. Further details will be found in 
the advertisement pages. 


Appointment Required.— .\ position is sought by a former 
Member of the Association who has lost her husband in the War. 
She has had considerable experience in one of the large London 
Libraries, and is qualified to undertake a responsible post. <A 
position in or near London would be preferred; failing that, one 
in the provinces would be considered. Particulars should in the 
first instance be sent to the Honorary Secretary of the L.A.A., 
Bromley Public Library, Brunswick Road, Poplar, E. 14. 


The Index.—Owing to the temporarily reduced size of The 
Library Assistant, the Council has decided that the present 
volume shall cover a period of two years instead of one. Con- 
sequently, no index will be required until the end of the year. 


The New Year.-——In view of the circumstances of the hour, 
it is a little difficult sincerely to offer the usual season's greetings, 
but despite the difficulty, we cannot allow this opportunity to pass 
without wishing all our readersa very happy New Year. May it be 
the year that shall see the ushering in of an honourable and abiding 
peace, and the return to civil life of those many colleagues who 
are at present engaged in the work of bringing about the freedom 
of humanity and the triumph of right over might. 
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Our Album of Honour.—We are glad to report that steady 
progress is being made with this interesting record. Even so, 
however, we must still ask for the co-operation of all our readers, 
in order that it may be quite complete. As we have said before, 
we are anxious to procure a portrait of every man vow, so that 
no time may be lost in getting it suitably bound when the 
War ends. Selections of the material received have been exhibited 
at the two last meetings of the Association, and have created con- 
siderable interest. It is hoped at the next evening meeting to 
exhibit the whole of the material; hence our reason for this 
special appeal. Our sincere thanks are due to Mr. F. E. Bolt, 
for the trouble he has taken in compiling a card index of between 
four and five hundred men on active service. Each card bears 
a complete military history of the man concerned, z.e. his regi- 
ment, promotions, decorations, etc. The index will prove invalu- 
able when the time comes for preparing some permanent Koll of 
Honour. 


Honour for Miss Austin.—Our readers will be interested 
to learn that Miss Austin, librarian for the National Library for 
the Blind, has been appointed by the Government a member of 
an Advisory Committee for the welfare of soldiers blinded in the 
War. We offer her our congratulations, and are confident that 
she will will prove a most useful acquisition to such a committee. 


The December General Meeting.—An interesting meeting 
was held at the National Library for the Blind on Wednesday, 
12th December. A selection of the Association’s Album of 
Honour material was exhibited and created a good deal of 
interest. <A profitable discussion followed on the proposed scale 
of salaries drawn up by our North Western Branch. Thanks are 
due to the Branch for the trouble it has taken in collecting 
data for the construction of such a scale. In view of the necessity 
for revising the Association’s Report on Hours, Salaries, etc., at 
the end of the War, the table of proposed salaries is most 
opportune. 


Mr. H. G. Sureties.—His many friends will be glad to 
learn that gfter an enforced absence of two and a half years, Mr. 
Sureties was able to attend our last Council and General meet- 
ings. We sincerely hope that his health may still improve so 
that we may continue to benefit from his experience and advice 
in matters pertaining to the profession. 


Our Article.—The article on annotation was written by 
Mr. Sayers in connection with the Library Association Examina- 
tions eleven years ago. We think that although other writings 
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on the subject exist, it forms a brief and useful résumé of the 
important facts which the young cataloguer should bear in mind. 
We are grateful to the writer for allowing us to publish the 
article. In normal times we should recommend its inclusion in 
the L.A.A. Series, but at present, we fear that this will be 
impossible. 


THE FUTURE OF THE L.A.A. 


At the commencement of the New Year it is well to 
consider the future of the Association. We are still in the throes 
of a war that is sapping the young life of the country. From 
our own members nearly 50 per cent. are on Active Service. 
They are upholding the honour of their country, and doing their 
bit to keep us safe from an invasion of the enemy. We honour 
them for their self-sacrifice and heroic bravery against an 
unrelenting foe. The Council of the Association almost imme- 
diately after the outbreak of war unanimously decided that the 
least the association could do was to confer Honorary Member- 
ship on all who joined up, until they returned tocivil life. From 
then till now the numbers have been growing, and there is every 
likelihood of a continued growth. Naturally this means a heavy 
strain on the finances of the association. The cost of printing 
this journal has greatly increased, and we even have been called 
upon to purchase the necessary paper for use this year in case of 
shortage. We therefore appeal to all members to continue their 
support of our efforts by promptly sending along their subscrip- 
tions. Members of Branch Associations are earnestly desired 
not to secede because there are no meetings being held. The 
Assistant will keep them au fait with all that is worth knowing 
in the profession. 

Subscriptions may be sent direct to the Acting Honorary 
Treasurer, Battersea Public Library, 265, Lavender Hill, 
S.W. 11, if members have any difficulty in getting in touch with 
their Branch Treasurer. 


FIRST STEPS IN ANNOTATION. 


By W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, F.L.A., Croydon Public Libraries. 


1. So rapid is the outputof the modern book press, and so swift 
are the strides that discoveries in all fields of science and art are 
making, that the current truths of one hour may very well be the 
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exploded theories of the next. Librarians perhaps more than 
any people are conscious of the fluctuating state of knowledge ; 
and the knowledge that is preserved in books demands constant 
watching. Moreover, this is a day of specialisation, and he who 
would read to profit must read in a well-defined area, with a 
clearly understood object in view. Or again, having no object 
- in view or discerning it only dimly, he must be led to recognize that 
object, so that he may duly fall into his proper mental area. These 
are the wider reasons for that part of cataloguing practice which 
we call annotation. They give rise to systematic catalogues, to 
classified collections of books, some of which are more or less self- 
explanatory and prevent the enquirer from wandering into irrelev- 
ant fields. But in addition they have produced in the last twenty 
years a race of librarians who hold that title entries in catalogues, 
however good, are often misleading and require to be explained. 
And further, that readers may often be induced to read seemingly 
uninviting books if the nature of their contents is only more 
clearly defined to them than it is by the two or three often colour- 
less catchwords of the title. Our opening premises suggest a 
large field of work for the annotator, a close acquaintance with 
current knowledge as revealed in books and a power of expressing 
that knowledge in brief descriptions of the books in order to bring 
them to the notice of the readers they concern. 


2. Before we can decide on what is the legitimate use of 
annotation we must obtain a working definition of annotation. 
There is a very great difference of opinion in this country and 
America as to what are its purposes. Although it is by no means 
universal, the prevalent American idea of annotation is appraisal, 
and we have three terms often confused which in their nature are 
quite distinct, annotation, evaluation, and appraisal; I should be 
inclined to substitute for annotation another word, elucidation, 
and say that annotation is a covering name for all three words. 
In Great Britain, generally speaking, annotation is confined to 
elucidation, although the guides and handbooks issued by E. A. 
Baker form a notable exception in favour of evaluation. First 
then we may survey the current theories in tabulated order : 


(a) ‘' Criticism should be avoided in the writing of annotations; but the 
use of appreciative adjectives like ‘‘ good,’’ complete,’’ ‘‘exhaustive,’’ are 
not necessarily to be considered transgressions of this rule.''—J. D. Brown 


(b) ‘*‘ Tomake an accurate and compendious statement as to the subject, 
scope, manner, qualifications of the author, and general suitability of the 
book for this or that reader.’’"—E. A. Baker. 


(c) ‘An abstract of the character and individuality of the book 
catalogued . . . excluding judgment'’—E. A. Savage. 
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(d) ‘‘ Annotation deals with matters of fact, not with matters of opinion: 
the true function of the annotator is elucidation. Criticism, either direct 
or implied, is inadmissible.’'—Sayers and Stewart. 


The balance of opinion is seen to be in favour of descriptive 
annotation, or elucidation. We may therefore define annotation 
as. <A descriptive extension of the title-page of a book in which 
the qualifications of the author, and the scope, purpose and place 
of the book are indicated.” 


3. To commence with the first part of this definition, the 
extension of the title-page, a single example will be sufficient to 
exhibit the insufficiency of many titles to convey information 
about the character of the book. Ruskin’s Unto This Last is a 
discussion of the elements of political economy and trading: the 
title, however, is a quotation from one of the Gospel parables and 
when explained indicates that Ruskin built his system of labour 
and wages upon the principle laid down in that parable. There 
is clearly need for a descriptive addition to the title of this book. 


4+. These additions are accomplished by varying methods, 
all of which have their special excellence and defects. Perhaps 
this is hardly the place to consider the expense of annotation, but 
in passing one may remark that a fully annotated catalogue of 
say 50,000 volumes would run to many hundreds of pages, and 
cost several hundreds of pounds for printing alone. In many 
municipal libraries, therefore, annotation of complete printed 
catalogues on any extensive scale is prohibited. To compromise 
between expense and the need of annotation a method of introduc- 
ing a few explanatory words in brackets after the title is often 
adopted. The entries with this simplest form of annotation 
appear as follows: 


Butler. Great Lone Land. [Canadian North-West.] 


In many catalogues the dates of the first publication of classics are 
added to the imprint; as, 


Darwin. Origin of Species. [1859.] 1901. 
Dates covered in travels are added; as, 
Decle. Three Years in Savage Africa. [1891-94.]. 
Or periods of history ; as, 
Airy. English Restoration and Louis XIV. [1648-78.] 


5. Now, however, a more extensive system of anno- 
tation has come into vogue, which one or two recent writers have 
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ALBUM OF HONOUR. 


The Association is anxious to secure 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(Preferably carbon or platinotype prints) 


Of all Library Workers on Active Service. Also 


NEWSPAPER AND OTHER CUTTINGS, 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF MEMORIALS, ETC. 


If possible, two copies of photographs and other material should be 
sent, as it is hoped to place a duplicate of the Album in the 
British Museum. 





Please send all material to: 
Mev. 4. A. SHARP, 
Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon. 














LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION 








AN AFTERNOON MEETING 


ON 


WEDNESDAY, 16th JANUARY, 
At 3.0 P.M. 


It will take the form of a visit to the 


Dr. JOHNSON MEMORIAL HOUSE 


(17, Gough Square, Fleet Street, E.C.) 


It is hoped that the party will be met by 


GEORGE WHALE, ESQ. 


(Ex-President of the Johnson Club). 


All Members and Friends are cordially invited to attend. 












LIBRARY 
VACANCIES 


AND 


APPOINTMENTS. 


The Council of the Library Assistants’ Association has decided 
to make arrangements for receiving applications from librarians 
needing assistants, and also to register names of assistants seeking 
new positions. The latter should send a full statement of their 
age, experience and qualifications, together with an indication of 
the salary and position (London or Provincial) required. 
Librarians should state their requirements, as well as the salary 


offered. 


No responsibility in any respect ie accepted by the Council or 
its Officers, the arrangements merely being intended to facilitate 
the filling of vacancies and as a convenience to Members, to whom 


any advantages that may accrue are at present limited. 


All communications to be addressed to the Henorary 


Secretary, Bromley Public Library, Brunswick Road, Poplar, B.14. 
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codified. The annotator of this school takes a book in hand and 
asks himself a few definite questions about the book : 


1. Who is the author and what are his qualifications for writing his 
book ? 


2. What is the argument or subject, and the method of treatment ? 
3. What is the object or raison d'étre of the book ? 


4. What preliminary knowledge is required for the reading of this 
book ? 


tn 


What special bibliographical features does it present ? 
a. editing. 

b. contributions not indicated in the title. 

c. bibliographies, glossaries. 

d. appendices. 


6. What is its relation to other books on the same subject ? 


And working on these an entry is finally produced in the follow- 
ing form: 


Hornby. Telescope Victories. 1906. 


The author is president of the Royal Astronomical Society. 


A collection of essays on the work and discoveries of astronomers 
since Copernicus. Written to prove that chance has played a great part in 
the discovery of the nebula theory and in other astronomical forms. Pre- 
sumes a knowledge of Euclid and literal equations. Has a bibliography 
of astronomy, a brief glossary of terms, and an appendix of star seasons. 
May be considered supplementary to Norman Lockyer’s ‘‘ Great Astrono- 
mers. 


This, then, is an example of the great modern form of anno- 
tation suchas is in vogue in the Pittsburgh Public Library lists in 
America, and in the Bishopsgate, Bromley, Croydon, Hampstead, 
and other public libraries in this country... When carefully com- 
piled the note gives the enquirer practically all the information 
he needs to determine whether the book is suitable to him or not. 


6. One very important branch of annotation is that devoted 
to fiction. The titles of fiction are more often than not merely 
metaphorical or colourless; e.g., A Flame of Fire, The Choir 
Invisible, or A Ladder of Swords, and convey no meaning what- 
ever to the average reader. From the titles, either of these 
books might or might not be suitable for women or men or for 
children. The annotation of these should be a brief description 
of the type or character of the story; its locale, its period; if 
historical, the names of real persons introduced should be men- 
tioned ; for example : 
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Parker. A Ladder of Swords. 


Romance of the court of Queen Elizabeth. Leicester and the Queen 
play prominent parts in the story. 


Phillpotts. An American Prisoner. 


Early 18th century love story of a Dartmoor girl and a young American 
prisoner of war immured in Princeton, Dartmoor. 


Crockett. Maid Margaret. 
Galloway in the 15th century. 


Although in the foregoing examples the character of the story is 
indicated, no attempt should be made to outline the plot. 


7. The last type of annotation it is necessary to mention is 
that of books for children. Inthe juvenile catalogue of the Pitts- 
burgh Public Library, the annotations are addressed to the child. 
In England it has been advocated that, “it is a sound premise 
5 that the catalogue should be such as can be understood 
by those who are to use it.””, This would imply that annotations 
for these books should be written in the language of the books as 
far as possible. Mr. E. A. Savage, however, urges that annota- 
tions of books for children under ten should be addressed to 
parents, and for more advanced works the language of the books 
might be used. One example will suffice to exhibit the necessi- 
ties of juvenile annotation : 


Bronson. Through Uganda Forests. 


The author made two journeys through Uganda in 1896 and 1898. He 
describes the way he took from Mombasa to Lake Victoria Nyanza, and far 
into the forests round about Lake Albert Nyanza; he had many fights with 
savages, lost his way in the swamps, ran short of ammunition and had several 
narrow escapes. The journeys were made to study the animals of the 
country. He discovered an animal called an Ipaka which is like a very small 
yellow giraffe. 


8. This brief outline of some of the principles of annotation 
will serve to illustrate its principal uses. If the character of a 
book is concisely outlined in a note, it follows that the would-be 
reader on consulting that note, discovers whether the work is 
modern and embraces earlier researches; whether it is an exten- 
sion of the knowledge of the subject ; whether his own knowledge 
is equal to, or too far advanced for the study of the book. The 
reader uncertain of the nature of the book, and doubtful whether 
the subject has any interest, is given a brief glimpse of what it 
really is, and is helped to a decision. The chief use of annotation, 
as I know it, is to bring the contents of the book clearly before 
the searcher’s view, without passing any direct opinion on its 
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merits or defects. It supplements classification, because the 
latter shows the available material on any subject, and annotation 
shows the nature of that material ; moreover, as a closely classified 
catalogue or shelf shows the approximate sequence of the mater- 
ial, so a good annotation shows the actual sequence by referring 
to books preliminary to, and books extending, the subject. The 
value of fiction annotation lies in its power to assist the reader in 
deciding whether he or she desires the book annotated. Some 
readers have no taste for historical novels, while others prefer 
them. Annotation will either warn these from books not desired, 
or show some unknown feature in them which shall attract to 
reading in an unaccustomed jdirection: thus fiction annotation 
may serve a double use. 


9. Itremains to state briefly the principal abuses made of the 
art of annotation. Asourdefinition says annotation must be descrip- 
tive and implies the exclusion of criticism, our first view of abuse 
must be the introduction of criticism. J. Churton Collins is 
responsible for the statement that modern criticism is unscientific 
and merely reflects the personal point of view. A librarian who 
undertakes the office of general censor of literature adopts a 
position which the public will not accept. One may easily 
illustrate its faults. Dr. E. A. Baker in an annotation of 
Meredith states that Meredith is “the greatest of living novelists.” 
This may or may not have been true at the time, but it is certain 
that many people of equal claim to consideration gave the position 
claimed for Meredith to Tolstoy. Hence the statement introduces 
the personal equation, and this is an abuse of annotation. Such 
statements as “ complete,” “ elementary,” “advanced,” “ exhaus- 
tive,” “useful,” are not necessarily criticism, but are appraisal, 
and are matters of fact easily demonstrable. However, even these 
should only be used with great judgment. 


10. Another abuse of annotation lies in the attempt to give 
too much information. An annotation is not an essay, and to 
attempt to give the pith—or to make a précis—of a book in an 
annotation is clearly wrong. The note should indicate what 
information is to be found in the book, not attempt to give that 
information. One of the commonest abuses is the lack of 
accuracy that distinguishes many notes. Here is a note which 
has apparently no flaw in it. 


Wallace. Darwinism. 1904. 


A study of the theory of Natural Selection embracing later 
researches than those of Darwin. 
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But this note fails to give the date of Darwin, and also the period 
covered by the later researches. Darwinism has run through 
several editions : the note does not give the date of the first, 1889, 
and except to thorough students of evolution, implies that it states 
the whole study of the theory down to date, which is manifestly 
inaccurate. Another example of insufficient statement is as 
follows: 


Ball. In Starry Realms. 


Presumes a knowledge of mathematics. 


But the note fails to say how much knowledge of mathematics is 
necessary ; for a reader might wonder whether an acquaintance 
with literal equations would serve, or whether calculus and 
trigonometry were demanded. 


11. Irrelevant details are often given in the author note. 
For example, if a man writes a book on “The Fertilisation of 
Soils” it is of no consequence to the reader to know that “the 
author was Chancellor of the Exchequer.” Such information 
should bear directly on the author’s qualifications in relation to 
his book or be omitted. 


12. Information already conveyed by the title is also 
redundant in a note. The following illustrates this abuse: 


Wood. British Trees. 
A handbook to trees grown in Great Britain. 


Harrison. ‘The Boys of Wynport College. 


A schoolboy story. 
The notes in these cases add nothing whatever to the titles. 


In fiction annotation one very prevalent abuse is the outlin- 
ing of the plot in the note. We have indicated how far fiction 
annotation should go; and it is manifestly unfair to the novelist 
and to the readers to give away the dénouwement of the story. In 
connection with fiction we may say that drawing attention to 
undesirable books by danger notes may also come under the head- 
ng of abuses. To quote Mr. Jast, “to say that a book is ‘ not 
written for girls’ schools’ must really be frightfully tantalising to 
any normally built school girl.” It is better in dealing with books 
not virginibus puerisque either to ignore them altogether in 
annotating, or to make no reference to their undesirable features. 


14. The greatest abuses of annotation may arise from too 
great a devotion to this work. The introduction into catalogues 
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of fine writing or elaborate language is an abuse greatly to be 
deprecated. Notes unduly long and therefore likely to be skipped 
by the reader may also arise from any such introduction. And if 
we leave the simple and direct work of description for notes which 
are too expensive for the cataloguing funds of the library to bear; 
if it unduly delays the circulation of books; and the preparation 
of the catalogue keeps the readers too long without a catalogue, 
we are committing indirect abuses of the art. Annotation is after 
all, only a secondary part of cataloguing; but one of immense 
importance if used wisely. 


L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR (continued) 
KILLED IN ACTION. 


Sergt. G. O. Allard (23rd London Regt.), of the Brixton Public 
Libraries, was killed in action on 20th September. He enlisted in December, 
1914, and after a time was employed as musketry instructor at Winchester. 
While so engaged he was recommended for a commission, and proceeded to 
France last June in order to gain some experience of actual trench warfare. 
We offer to his wife our deepest sympathy in her tremendous loss. 


*Second Lieut. R. A. R. Mason.—The sad news has been received 
of the death of 2nd Lieut. Mason, of Eastbourne, his mother having been 
notified that he had succumbed to his wounds on November 20th. Lieut. 
Mason was educated at St. Saviour’s Choir School, having for some years 
been in St. Saviour’s choir. On leaving school he entered the service of the 
Eastbourne Corporation as an assistant at the Public Libraries. Shortly after 
the outbreak of the war—in November, 1914—he joined the 2nd Life Guards 
as a trooper—being then only 17 years of age—and eleven months later pro- 
ceeded to France. Inthe spring of 1917, Trooper Mason returned to England 
and went into training at Newmarket, being ultimately gazetted to the Sth 
Royal Fusiliers in July, 1917. Had he lived until November 25th he would 
have celebrated his 20th birthday. By his frank and open nature Lieut. 
Mason made himself popular to all with whom he was brought in contact, 
and the deepest sympathy will be extended to Mrs. Mason in the sudden loss 
of her son. A memorial service was held at St. Saviour’s Church, East- 
bourne, on Saturday, December Ist. 
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MISSING. 


Second Lieut. F. J. B. Hammersley, of the East Ham Public 
Libraries, has been reported missing since November 9th. Lieut. Hammers- 
ley joined the Middlesex Regiment as a private shortly after the outbreak of 
war. He received a commission into the same unit, saw twelve months 
service on the Western front, and was mentioned by Sir Douglas Haig in 
despatches. He transferred to the R.F.C. in August last. He hasbeen a 
member of the East Ham Libraries Staff since 1911, and until the outbreak of 
war was junior assistant at the Plashet Branch. 


DECORATIONS. 


Our hearty congratulations are extended to the two following members 
who have gained distinctions : 


*Sergt. J. Ames, 10th Middlesex Regiment, of the East Ham Public 
Libraries, has been awarded the Military Medal. He was responsible for 
putting out of action a machine gun which was seriously hindering the British 
attack and which had caused heavy losses amongst our men. 


*Second Lieut. Kenneth Ryde (R.F.A.), of the Bournemouth 
Public Libraries, has been recommended for the Military Cross. 


*Member, L.A.A. 


PROMOTION. 


*A. M. Hamblyn, of the Eastbourne Public Library, has beea pro- 
moted to the rank of lance-corporal, A.S.C. 


* Member, L.A.A. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Associate: Miss E. E. Robbins, Croydon Public Libraries. 


South Coast Branch: Associates: Misses W. N. Bradford, 
E. E. Frost, Etsiz Granger, W. M. Johnson, N. A. Leaper, KATHLEEN 
Mardall, S. D. Treacher, and NELLIE Webb, all of Brighton. 





